Environmental Justice and Political Ecology Field Course: Indigenous Perspectives, Coalitions, and Activism, SMEA 572
Friday 10:30-2:20 PM
Spring 2025
Professor Patrick Christie
patrickc@uw.edu
https://smea.uw.edu/faculty/patrick-christie/

Classroom: MAR 268

Class listserv: smea572a_sp25@uw.edu  (Emails to this need to come from a UW email address)
Office hours:  Friday 2:30-3:30 @ MAR 225 (or by appointment on Zoom at other times)
The Salish Sea, of which Puget Sound is part, is central to the culture, history, and activist/policy efforts of local, sovereign Indigenous communities. These waters and the life that depends upon them are at risk today from the unsustainable development and uncontrolled resource extraction that has accompanied settler-colonialism. Coast Salish peoples have been at the forefront of efforts to defend and restore these plundered environments given their millennia of successful stewardship of the Salish Sea, forward looking philosophies, and co-management rights secured in treaties with the US government.  
Despite their vanguard role in the environmental movement, non-native environmentalists have been largely disconnected from and unfamiliar with Indigenous communities and activists. This class seeks to address this problem – and in the process strengthen the environmental movement - by familiarizing students (especially those concerned with environmental justice) with Indigenous people, rights, and culture.
Learning goals:
-          To explore the subdiscipline of environmental justice in the context of the Salish Sea. Learn by doing. 
-          To foster stronger coalitions between the University of Washington, non-indigenous environmentalists, and Indigenous communities.
-          To deepen understanding about the environmental and socio-cultural history of settler-colonialism, Indigenous communities, and Indigenization movements in the Salish Sea region.
Participation/Assignments/Grades:


Readings and video viewings listed in the course schedule must be completed in advance of site visits.
Graded assignments:
Attendance and participation. Participation is expected on each class day. ADVANCE PERMISSION TO MISS CLASS IS REQUIRED. If you’re ill, please email me in advance to let me know you won’t be attending class. Please stay home if you’re not well. Some of the features of quality participation include being prepared, engaged, present, supportive, asking questions when unsure, and active in breakout groups. Trips off campus are marked as “Visit to….”. Sessions in the classroom are marked “In classroom:”. There are two on-campus trips to the UW Intellectual House (May 2) and the UW Burke Museum (June 6) [33% of grade, you will self-assess 10 points of this participation grade. Form forthcoming.]
Essays: There are six outings in this class. For three of these outings of your choice write a short essay (no more than 4 pages, double spaced each) that integrates your experience from the outing with the course readings to that point. You are allowed to explore what ever themes you like in these essays, but they need to integrate assigned readings/videos with your field experiences. Are the two sources of information in alignment or contradictory? How did the outings extend your understanding of assigned course materials? One of your essays should be handed in by May 9th. On May 16th, we will spend some time reviewing and discussing your essays in class. You are encouraged to revise your essays throughout the quarter. You will hand in your final collection of three essays (maximum 12 pages total, double spaced total) on the final day of class, June 6th. Essays will be graded for both content and writing clarity. [33% of grade]  
Personal Evaluation and Reflections. During the class keep a weekly journal in which you document ideas/discussions that you found intriguing, assumptions that were tested or upset, themes that were emotionally charged or challenging for you, quality of your contributions to class discussion, items/issues that were unclear, key insights or lessons gleaned, and issues that you would like to have discussed further. At the end of the quarter, you will be asked to summarize and reflect upon your journal in the final session. Journals will be turned in on the final day of class, June 6th. [34% of grade]
Academic Integrity:
 
You are responsible for understanding the College of the Environment’s rules on academic misconduct. See http://coenv.washington.edu/intranet/academics/academic-policies/academic-misconduct/  and note that violations of these rules will be referred to the Dean’s office.

Please understand what plagiarism is and how to avoid it. See UW policies on AI use.

Religious Accommodation:
Washington state law requires that UW develop a policy for accommodation of student absences or significant hardship due to reasons of faith or conscience, or for organized religious activities. The UW’s policy, including more information about how to request an accommodation, is available at Religious Accommodations Policy (https://registrar.washington.edu/staffandfaculty/religious-accommodations-policy/). Accommodations must be requested within the first two weeks of this course using the Religious Accommodations Request form (https://registrar.washington.edu/students/religious-accommodations-request/)

If helpful, please contact Disability Resources for Students (DRS) in 011 Mary Gates, (206) 543-8924, http://depts.washington.edu/uwdrs/. 
Also, please discuss such matters with me early in the course so that appropriate accommodations can be made. 

To be fair to all students, two points will be subtracted for each day an assignment is late. Assignments will not be graded if received three days past the due date. Submit all assignments on Canvas, not by email. 
Canvas: Some communication will be handled via Canvas; so please make sure you are familiar with this platform and that you are receiving announcements and other information from Canvas. 
Readings/Films: Readings, films and podcasts are noted for each of the class sessions and students are expected to read/view the materials before class (unless otherwise indicated).  All readings will be posted on Canvas under "files" or linked to an url.
 Class Schedule:
Week 1: In classroom: Class Introductions: Themes and frameworks (April 4)
We begin with introductions and then review/edit the syllabus with student input. Afterwards we discuss common terms, consider the practice of land acknowledgements and review the broad theme of environmental justice. Before ending class, we firm up logistics of the excursions.
Terms:
· Read: Vowel, Chelsea. (2016). The Terminology of Relationships, Indigenous writes: A guide to First Nations, Métis, and Inuit issues in Canada. Portage & Main Press. Chapters 1 and 2. [Canvas]
· Watch in class: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bfm_7kXktZU 
Land Acknowledgements:
· Explore:  Native Land Digital. https://native-land.ca/    
· Explore and use “Whose Land Are You On?”: https://library.chatham.edu/whoseland   
· Read: King, Hayden. (January 20, 2019). https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/redrawing-the-lines-1.4973363/i-regret-it-hayden-king-on-writing-ryerson-university-s-territorial-acknowledgement-1.4973371   Hayden King on writing Ryerson University's territorial acknowledgement (Interview recording has been removed from website).
· View "Land Acknowledgments" video, Burke Museum, https://www.burkemuseum.org/about/equity-and-inclusion/on-our-terms?utm_source=UW_News_Subscribers&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=UW_Today_row&mkt_tok=NTI3LUFIUi0yNjUAAAGRvR_8B9vyFvzzeSwKOnaf_QBdwTZmjOCMGshzI6JHqI2gRRSrSDxdp9fEcfTyiEP2HI3X2okaN6l5AcTvW2tLC1t1kamXpNTZLg7o9eJcZfo   
· Read: https://www.washington.edu/diversity/tribal-relations/ 
 Environmental Justice:  
· Read: Bali Principles of Climate Justice: https://www.ejnet.org/ej/bali.pdf  
· Read: Should governments be blamed for climate change? How one lawsuit could change US policies. USA Today. Marc Ramirez. August 16, 2023. https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2023/08/16/could-the-montana-youth-climate-case-help-stop-global-warming/70590652007/ 
· View in class: Environmental justice explained: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dREtXUij6_c  
· View in class: A Brief History of Environmental Justice https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30xLg2HHg8Q&t=8s  
· View in class: The Father of Environmental Justice Reflects on the Movement He Helped to Start https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Ol_Zh7Qg4A  
· View in class: Annette Bryan Puyallup Tribe Stands for Climate Justice https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jK7igkMsuU  
· View in class: Celilo Falls scienced by Dalles Dame: Echo of Water Against Rocks: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oWdxY_5DHq0 

Worldviews and introduction to Indigenous experience of colonialism:
· Skim: https://www.ictinc.ca/about-us 
· Read: https://www.ictinc.ca/blog/indigenous-worldviews-vs-western-worldviews  (2 pages)
· Read: https://www.reuters.com/world/us/native-americans-decry-unmarked-graves-untold-history-boarding-schools-2021-06-22/
· Watch Fish War trailer before class: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Vt3W8ePF0w 
· View in class: Rosemary Gibbons, https://www.kanopy.com/en/washington/watch/video/224481     (Seattle, WA: A Native Voices Production at the University of Washington): 17:45 minutes.

Week 2: In classroom: Treaty rights, co-management, and Indigenous sovereignty (April 11) [Optional: UW Pow Wow (April 12-13)]
We consider Indigenous treaties and the struggles by Indigenous communities to have them respected. In this context we reflect upon the particularities of Indigenous sovereignty and how this involves in the Puget Sound co-management laws (per the Boldt Decision in 1974) and norms.
· Read before class: Alexandra Harmon, Introduction in Reclaiming the Reservation: Histories of Indian Sovereignty Suppressed and Renewed. (2019, pp. 3-21). [Canvas]
· Skim: https://www.eopugetsound.org   
· Read before class: https://www.eopugetsound.org/node/163663
· Read before class: https://www.eopugetsound.org/articles/modern-puget-sound-timeline
· Read before class pages 9-29 in Puget Sound Fact Book: https://www.eopugetsound.org/articles/puget-sound-fact-book 
· Read before class: Treaty Rights at Risk. Read Executive Summary (p 2-5), pages (6-12) and pages (20-28); Skim rest of report. [Canvas]
· Read: Understanding Tribal Treaty Rights in Western Washington. [Canvas]
· Skim: Boldt Decision and read p 60-62 [Canvas]
· Read: The words ‘in common with’ were pivotal to Judge Boldt’s ruling on Native American fishing. Encyclopedia of Puget Sound rights: https://www.eopugetsound.org/magazine/words-in-common-with-pivotal-to-judge-boldt-ruling-native-american-fishing-rights 
· Watch video in class: Fish War (2024)
Week 3: Visit to Nisqually (April 18)
We visit the Nisqually Culture Center and meet with Hanford McCloud (Nisqually) and Jeanette Dorner (Executive Director, Nisqually Land Trust), plant native plants in a food forest, and visit the Billy Frank Jr Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge and other locations TBD.
· Read before class: Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz and Dina Gilio-Whitaker, “Myth 8: The US Did Not Have a Policy of Genocide,” in All the Real Indians Died Off (Boston: Beacon Press, 2016): 58-66. [Canvas]
· Skim: http://www.nisqually-nsn.gov/index.php/administration/tribal-services/community-services/culture-program/
· Interview with Hanford McCloud - Cultural Visionary of the Nisqually Tribe https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AsKnFO0Z84c 
· See Hanford McCloud’s remarks at: https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/video-protesters-rally-laid-off-parks-workers/f9bcbc96-ca8c-4e7c-9365-57d178b801cb/
· Watch: 2023 Distinguished Leader Award Honoree Nisqually Indian Tribe https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AT9ecBpsvSo 
· Watch: Nisqually | Tell Your Story Podcast | EP 3 Nisqually History & Experience ft. Hanford McCloud https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1M7ipS8ZYg 
· Skim: https://www.fws.gov/refuge/billy-frank-jr-nisqually 
· Skim: https://nisquallylandtrust.org/ 
· Watch: About Nisqually Land Trust: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxti0bfGBo4 
· Watch: Janet McCloud / Yet-Si-Blue - co-founder of Women of All Red Nations - Gwich’in ANWR Benefit, 1992: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxlqAPMpmKY  
Week 4: Visit to Puyallup (April 25) - Leave at 8:00 am to attend circle at CLS
We visit the Chief Leschi Schools, attend Circle, and work on food forest co-created by UW SMEA and Chief Leschi Schools students and teachers. 
General Background:
· Read the Puyallup Tribe’s webpage and watch video “We Are Puyallup…” before class: https://www.puyalluptribe-nsn.gov/about-our-tribe/ 
· Medicine Creek Treaty History: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLRI-ZJKJJE 
Formal Education and Background:
· Watch all videos before class at: https://www.puyalluptriballanguage.org/history/cushman.php 
· Read and watch video at: https://www.leschischools.org/about-us/media 
· Skim: https://www.leschischools.org/ 
· Read: https://www.leschischools.org/our-culture/leschi-the-chief-clone 
· Read: https://www.leschischools.org/our-culture/building-architecture 
· Read: https://www.leschischools.org/our-culture/story-pole 
· Watch videos co-created by UW SMEA students and CLS students in 2023: 
· Canoe Journey: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VPw4dIhhEM
· Language: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SMUNq9oE9I
· Dance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMV7TehdVC0
· Overall Collaboration video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG5ZFZn0sPE
Culture:
· Skim: Puyallup Tribe’s Culture Department: https://www.facebook.com/PuyallupCanoeFamily/ 
· View before class: The Salmon People at Risk:  https://vimeo.com/182704312  (20 min)
Land Theft:
· Read before class: Vine Deloria, Jr. Indians of Pacific Northwest, (1977) by Vine DeLoria, Chapter 9 (pp. 79-88) [Canvas]
· Puyallup Tribe Land Settlement: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sntfI5nAfyo 
LNG Facility:
· View before class: Ancestral Waters https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kT846Kj-PaU   (1 hr 14 min)
· Read before class: https://energynews.us/2022/03/10/how-a-tacoma-gas-facility-started-a-fight-over-climate-change-sovereignty-and-human-rights/ 

Food forest: 
· Read: Food Forests: https://permacultureapprentice.com/creating-a-food-forest-step-by-step-guide/ 
· Pacific Northwest's ‘forest gardens’ were deliberately planted by Indigenous people, Science. [Canvas]
Week 5: Attend the Living Breath Symposium (May 2)
We will attend an event at the UW wǝɫǝbʔaltxʷ – Intellectual House focused on food sovereignty and Indigenous leadership. Free for students with UW Husky ID (you need to secure tickets and bring UW ID to the event). The event starts at 8:30 (included continental breakfast) with keynote at 9:30 AM by Brazilian Indigenous youth leader, Mateus Tremembé. If you cannot join that early, come to the Intellectual House at 10:30. From website: “Bringing people together to share knowledge on topics such as traditional foods, plants and medicines; environmental and food justice; food sovereignty/security; health and wellness; and treaty rights” (https://livingbreathfoodsymposium.org/)  
Tickets available at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-living-breath-of-wbaltxw-indigenous-foods-symposium-tickets-1268115580839?aff=oddtdtcreator
· Watch: What Plants can Teach US: A talk with Robin Wall Kimmerer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDQ5WDLQb9M 
· Swinomish Community Visits a Clam Garden: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dDesE4u07U 
· Indigenous Tribe's Clam Gardens Adapt to Climate Change: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=je-9Yz4WWek 
· Chapter 1 tiičʕaqƛ: Understanding Food Sovereignty and Its Potential for Indigenous Health and Decolonization. In: A Drum in One Hand, a Sockeye in the Other: Stories of Indigenous Food Sovereignty from the Northwest Coast. C. Cote. 2022. Available at UW Library: https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv289dw4p.8?seq=25 
· Read. Chapter 1 from Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants. R. Kimmerer. Available at UW Library: https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/washington/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=1212658 
Week 6: Visit to Vashon Island: Activism, Art, Allyship, and Change (May 9)
We visit Vashon Island, the home to many environmental justice activists and ancestral lands of the Puyallup Tribe. We’ll visit the Vashon Heritage Museum that has indigenized its permanent exhibit. Then we’ll meet with artists and activists and create activist art. 
· Skim: https://www.vashonheritagemuseum.org/ 
· Read: https://www.vashonheritagemuseum.org/shop/p/coast-salish-seasonal-round-poster-revised-2023
· Read:https://www.washingtonruralheritage.org/digital/collection/vashon/search/searchterm/Vashon's%20First%20Peoples/field/digita/mode/exact/conn/and 
· Skim: https://www.backbonecampaign.org/ 
· Skim: https://thenaturalhistorymuseum.org/ 

· Skim: Northwest Artists Against Extinction (NWAAE)
· Read: Britt Freda
· Read: Making the Invisible Visible: An Interview with Patricia Watts, Founder of ecoartspace
· Read: Do What You Love, The Rest Will Follow: An Interview with Indigenous Artist and Activist Mer Young
· Read: Artivism: David Solnit on Using Art to Influence Movements
· Watch: Performance by Jason Nious of Molodi
· Read: Shepard Fairey Explores Poignant Themes and Choices in “The Future Is Unwritten”
· Browse:  Obey Giant/ The Art of Shepard Fairey Manufacturing Quality Dissent Since 1989
Week 7: In classroom: Advocating and Communicating for Policy Change: the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission. (May 16th)
Visit to class by Craig Bowhay, Fisheries Program Director, and Kari Neumeyer, Communications Manager, of the Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission. Both have deep experience advocating for Tribal interests. 
· Skim: https://nwtreatytribes.org/ 
· https://nwtreatytribes.org/being-frank-indigenous-nations-unite-for-salmon-recovery/ 
· Read: https://nwtreatytribes.org/fish-could-thrive-again-after-culvert-removal/ 
· View before class: Billy Frank, Jr. Speaks at Boldt 40 (9 min): https://vimeo.com/86542198 
· View before class: Governor Jay Inslee at Boldt 40 (8 min): https://vimeo.com/87010283 
· Read: https://www.historylink.org/file/9786 
· View in class: As Long as the River Runs: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvKgXV-_fF0&t=927s 
Week 8: In classroom: Activism, Allyship, and Change (May 23)
Discuss themes related to activism and climate change such as decisions around framing, building alliances, identifying strategic pressure points, and challenging power. One goal is to not merely study change but also begin building the skills of how to be an effective, empowered individual. 
 Activists/Coalitions/Organizations:
· Listen to: https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-105-unreserved/clip/16120262-next-generation-climate-warriors (you may want to browse for other stories you find interesting: https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved) 
· Read: https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3466ffd3749a4879b591dc8e06f41ab7 
· View before class: No More Pipeline Blues: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjoRB7ETaGk 
· Read: Winona LaDuke, "How to Be Better Ancestors" and “A Pipeline Runs Through It,” in To Be a Water Protector. Pp. 13-16; 132-149. Fernwood Publishing and Spotted Horse Press. [Canvas]
· Read: I was an independent observer in the Greenpeace trial. What I saw was shocking. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2025/mar/28/greenpeace-verdict-pipeline-north-dakota?fbclid=IwY2xjawJZAYZleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHTIEI5jKzRN-ID2seQ0JvqvmXAPT4pOm2LjYPsqGnvQnOKGnYKvl_0pW-Q_aem_u_az4Z78QKvfEbRSec2_hw 
· Skim: https://www.anishinaabeagriculture.org/ 
· Skim: https://giiwedinong.org/ 
· Skim: https://www.honorearth.org/  
· Skim: https://350seattle.org/ 
 Strategies and Tactics of Change
· Read: Paul Steinberg, Who Rules the Earth? How Social Rules Shape our Planet and Our Lives. Oxford Press. “Recycling is Not Enough” (pp. 5-18) and “Feasible Worlds” (35-59). [Canvas]
· Read:  Read embedded pdfs. Amnesty International. Level 2 Fundamental Activist Skills: https://www.amnesty.org.au/skill-up/fundamental-skills/ 
Week 9: Visit to the Hilbulb Cultural Center and elder Patti Gobin (Tulalip) and Qwuloolt estuary restoration (or Visit to Seattle Waterfront) (May 30)
We will visit the Tulalip Tribes’ beautiful cultural center and meet with elder Patti Gobin (Tulalip). Then we will visit the Tribes’ estuary restoration project, Qwuloolt. 
· Skim: https://www.hibulbculturalcenter.org/  
· Skim: https://www.tulaliptribes-nsn.gov/ 
· Read: https://www.tulaliptribes-nsn.gov/WhoWeAre/History 
· Read: https://sway.cloud.microsoft/wluV0qRyoGiK3J80 
· View before class: Tulalip TV. (2019). https://www.tulaliptv.com/teachings-of-the-tree-people-the-work-of-bruce-miller/  (29 minutes)
· Read: Christie, P., et al. 2018. Policy pivot in Puget Sound: Lessons learned from marine protected areas and tribally-led estuarine restoration. Ocean and Coastal Management163: 72–81. [Canvas]
Week 10: Visit to the Burke Museum and Walking Tour: Indigenizing the UW and in-class meal (June 6)
We will meet at the UW Burke Museum in the Cascade Room just to the left of admissions desk at 10:30 AM. We will split the time between a discussion of key themes or take-aways from this class and an outing on the UW campus to the Burke Museum, Union Bay Natural Area (see Stop 4 in Indigenous Walking Tour at UW, below readings) and other UW sites related to the Indigenization of UW. We will meet with Polly Olsen (Yakama, Director of DEAI & Decolonization and Tribal Liaison) and Laura Phillips (Collections Manager), at the UW Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture and tour the collection. At the end, we will share food potluck style and students will draw on their weekly journals to lead these reflections about ideas/discussions that students found intriguing, assumptions that were tested or upset, themes that were emotionally charged or challenging, quality of students’ contributions to class discussion, items/issues that were unclear, key insights or lessons gleaned, and issues that students would like to have discussed further.
· Read: https://hr.uw.edu/dsa/recipients/2020-recipients/polly-olsen-yakama/ 
· Read: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/jul/26/school-strikes-climate-protests-activists   
· Read: Owen Oliver, 2021, Indigenous Walking Tour at the University of Washington: https://ais.washington.edu/sites/ais/files/documents/indigenous_walking_tour_at_the_uw.pdf Also available at the UW Bookstore in hard copy.
· Skim: https://www.burkemuseum.org/ 
· Read: https://www.burkemuseum.org/about 
· Read: https://www.burkemuseum.org/about/our-work/tribal-consultation 
· Read before class: https://www.burkemuseum.org/news/launching-coast-salish-sdxwil-canoe 
· Skim: Burke Museum of Natural History & Culture and download map (2014). https://www.burkemuseum.org/static/waterlines/project_map.html 
