To Folks Interested in Registering for SMEA 550C: Making Maps in ArcGIS Pro,

I have received several questions about running ArcGIS Pro on different types of computers. Please read my advice below. If you would like to take this class (I hope you will! It will be fun.) and do not currently use this software, you will need to take some proactive measures before class starts to ensure that you are ready to dive in. My expectation is that students will come to the first class ready to run the software on their personal computer or have access to a computer that can run the software outside of class. Below, I outline several ways you can get access to the software:

1. If you have a PC, the minimum system requirements to successfully run ArcGIS Pro are listed here on the Esri website: https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/latest/get-started/arcgis-pro-system-requirements.htm 

2. If you have a PC and it meets the minimum system requirements, great! Go to this UW website and follow the instructions for downloading ArcGIS Pro for free: https://sites.uw.edu/arcgis/software/arcgis-pro/ 

3. If you have a Mac, the minimum system requirements and PC-replicating instructions for running ArcGIS Pro are listed here on the Esri website: https://pro.arcgis.com/en/pro-app/latest/get-started/run-pro-on-a-mac.htm 

a. I do not have experience using Macs and will not be able to help troubleshoot any software issues you may have
b. I checked in with the Suzzallo Library GIS Lab folks, and they do not offer support for using a Mac
c. My understanding is that using a Mac with PC-replicating software is possible, but does not always work smoothly. Folks taking this route should make sure everything works before class starts.

4. If you have a PC or Mac that does not meet the minimum system requirements, or you are not confident running the PC-replicating software on a Mac, there are three other technology options you can pursue through UW:

a. You may be able to loan a computer through the UW Student Technology Loan Program: https://stlp.uw.edu/ (I imagine that loan computers are limited and you will want to investigate this as soon as possible)
b. Outside of class, you could use computers in the Suzzallo Library GIS Lab: https://guides.lib.uw.edu/c.php?g=341497&p=2299096#13030690 (this would mean you would simply follow along in class and maybe look over another student’s shoulder while I give the lecture and lab)
c. PC users can run ArcGIS Pro remotely through a server hosted by the Center for Studies in Demography and Ecology: https://csde.washington.edu/computing/resources/ 
	
	
